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 PATT-MCDANIEL UNVEILS OHIO AMBASSADOR 

New program focuses on Sharing the Ohio Story  

Cincinnati, OH –  Lisa Patt-McDaniel,  Interim Director of the Ohio Department of Development, today unveiled the Ohio Ambassador Program to more than 200 state and local leaders in Cincinnati at the Association of Ohio Commodores’ General Meeting. As partners with the Ohio Department of Development and sponsors of the Ohio Ambassador Program, the Ohio Commodores will help drive the state’s efforts to empower all Ohioans to more fully understand the benefits of living and working in Ohio and to share their Ohio stories with others.  

“It is more important than ever to showcase all that Ohio has to offer,” Patt-McDaniel said. “With the launch of our new program, Ohioans can become ambassadors for their state, sharing the opportunities that are available right here at home.” 
The Ohio Ambassador Program is a key initiative in the Ohio Department of Development’s Strategic Plan, Ohio Home of Innovation and Opportunity. Lt. Governor Lee Fisher led the effort to design a program that would give the tools to promote Ohio throughout the world to our most persuasive advocates – Ohio’s own citizens.  
“In the midst of one of the most challenging economic crises that our nation and state has ever faced, a critical role Ohioans can play is promoting all of the assets of living and doing business in our state,” Lt. Governor Fisher said. “Although we face great challenges, our ability to come together and tell the world what is great about Ohio will be key to ensuring prosperity and a bright future for our state.”    
The Program encourages people living in Ohio and those with a passion for our state to become an Ohio Ambassador. The state’s goal is to engage people across our state and around the world in conversation about all the diverse opportunities available in Ohio. In these conversations, an Ohio Ambassador is expected to: 
· Share their Ohio experiences 

· Address misperceptions of Ohio  

· Avoid negatively positioning another state or location  

· Be supportive of all Ohio locations  
The Association of Ohio Commodores is an important partner and sponsor of the Ohio Ambassador Program. As part of their mission to contribute to the economic growth and development of Ohio, Ohio Commodores work with people across the state to make Ohio a better place to work and live.  Local Ohio Commodores are a valuable resource to help Ohio Ambassadors excite the world about our state and share the Ohio Story with others.  
“Ohio Commodores are committed to supporting the success of our new partner, the Ohio Ambassadors,” said William Morgan, Grand Commodore. “Together, our work gives Ohioans and people across the world a better understanding of how they can realize both professional and personal dreams in our great state.” 
Ambassadors must be at least 18 years of age, be supportive of Ohio and willing to share the Ohio Story, have a current or past connection to Ohio, and an interest in positively impacting the Ohio economy.  
A Web site – www.Ambassador.Ohio.gov. – has been created to support the new program. The Web site provides Ohioans with an in-depth look at the benefits of becoming an Ohio Ambassador. Resource materials on the Ohio Story, dramatic pictures of Ohio’s communities, and facts about the state economy are available online, providing Ambassadors with information about Ohio’s education system, industry strengths, business climate, and social and recreational opportunities around the state. This information is designed to help Ohio Ambassadors more effectively share the Ohio Story with others. 
For more information on the program and how to become an Ohio Ambassador, please visit www.Ambassador.Ohio.gov.

Working with our partners across business, state and local governments, academia, and the non-profit sector, the Ohio Department of Development works to attract, create, grow, and retain businesses through competitive incentives and targeted investments. Engaged every day in marketing, deal-making, innovating, investing, and collaborating, the Ohio Department of Development works at the speed of business to accelerate and support the teamwork that is absolutely necessary for success by providing financial, informational, and technical assistance to those making an investment in Ohio’s future. 
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